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What a year it has been with some really major victories 

for animals made possible by your unwavering support. 

We had a massive win in our fight for humane shark 

control with the Federal Court dismissing the Queensland 

Government’s appeal to continue shooting sharks in 

the Great Barrier Reef. There are more effective ways to 

keep swimmers safe so we hope to see non-lethal controls 

in this important marine park. 

In other legal news, the Federal Government has kicked 

off a review into the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and we will continue 

to provide advice at every stage of this critical assessment. 

So much more needs to be done if we are to halt and 

reverse the extinction crisis. With your help we will be 

fighting hard against powerful industry lobbyists. 

I also want to thank those who took part in our action 

against the mass shooting of wombats in Victoria. More 

than 6,000 people contacted the state government, 

urging them to overturn their ‘unprotected’ status—

which means they can be shot without with regulatory 

oversight in 193 parishes. We will continue to press  

the Victorian Government to change this cruel position. 

You will enjoy reading about the extra protections we 

secured (including for sharks, giraffes, elephants and otters) 

at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species (CITES) in August this year. For giraffes particularly, 

this could be a crucial step in halting their silent extinction. 

And I couldn’t be more delighted that a ban on testing 

for cosmetics is now law thanks to tireless advocacy 

from HSI and our #BeCrueltyFree campaign partners 

at Humane Research Australia. We are definitely getting 

closer to ending cosmetic testing on animals anywhere 

in the world but we won’t stop until that happens. 

Please take pride in reading about what you helped us 

achieve for the animals in 2019. While we still have so 

much to do, your support makes victories possible and 

we are making real progress in stopping  

animal suffering and protecting  

our precious natural world. 

Thank you so much.

Erica Martin 
Chief Executive Officer



This February we won our case at the Administrative 

Appeals Tribunal, ending shark culling in Queensland. 

The Tribunal recognised the “overwhelming” evidence 

that killing sharks has no impact on swimmer safety. 

The Tribunal ordered an end to shooting sharks in Queens -

land’s Shark Control Program and requires drumlines to be 

checked more frequently to give animals a greater chance 

of being released alive. Further, tiger sharks, great whites 

and bull sharks are to be tagged and relocated off shore. 

Sadly, rather than accept the decision, the Government 

appealed. So we were forced back to court—only to win 

again. Your support has been overwhelming so we hope 

the Queensland Government now embraces modern non-

lethal shark control. 

In other shark news, we nominated the grey skate, whitefin 

swellshark, Australian longnose skate and narrow sawfish 

for increased protection under our environment law. These 

sharks are at serious risk as a result of being killed as 

bycatch in commercial fisheries. 

And, with HSI support, CITES parties agreed to increase 

protections for the mako (the world’s fastest shark), along 

with the guitarfish and wedgefish by listing them on 

Appendix II. 

We also held our inaugural National Shark Summit in 

February, inviting leading scientists, conservation groups, 

researchers, business stakeholders and policy makers to 

address the challenges and opportunities for shark 

conservation in Australia.

Courts say ‘shoot to kill’ is 
way off target and ineffective

Our Summit report with recommendations will be released by the end of this year at www.hsi.org.au 



He can’t be returned 
but at least he’s rescued

We were thrilled to learn that the anti-poaching unit we 

support in India rescued five sloth bears from poachers in 

a joint operation with enforcement agencies near the 

Indo-Nepal border in August this year. 

The operation was the result of extensive planning and 

covert intelligence gathering. The team managed to seize 

the bears and police officers arrested the poachers. 

Sloth bears are sold into hellish lives in captivity—some 

suffering intolerable cruelty as bile is extracted from their 

gall bladders for traditional medicine and others forced to 

perform as dancing bears.  

The bears are now undergoing full health and medical 

assessments. Sadly as their muzzles have been so severely 

injured they are unlikely to return to the wild but will live 

their lives being cared for at the Wildlife SOS Bear Rescue 

Centre in Agra. 

Being released is always preferable but these bears have 

been saved from daily torture and will have the loving care 

from the centre’s dedicated carers. 

Sloth bears are one of four species unique to the Indian 

subcontinent but they are severely threatened by poaching, 

habitat loss and retaliatory kills from human/bear conflicts. 

HSI proudly supports Wildlife SOS’s Forestwatch as a 

major force against the illicit trading of India’s wild animals. 



Protecting the  
simply incredible  
from becoming  
purely ornamental
The Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species (CITES) finally convened in Geneva in August 

and HSI was there to win some very important 

protections for species threatened by trading. 

At a conference fraught with tension between pro-

traders and pro-conservationists, nine species gained 

greater safeguards and 130 species won protections  

for the first time. 

Some big wins were increased protections for mako 

sharks who fall victim to the fin trade; giraffes killed  

to make trophies and household accessories; baby 

elephants ripped from their families and exported  

to foreign zoos; and Asian otters, geckos and lizards 

stolen from the wild for the cruel exotic pet trade. 

Your support helped us to ensure that the Australian 

Government joined the majority of nations voting in 

favour of protection for wildlife from the greedy and 

cruel excesses of commercial trade.  

In addition, proposals to trade in elephant ivory and 

rhino horn were rejected by the conference and the 

Federal Environment Minister, Sussan Ley, said the 

Australian Government would implement a domestic 

ban—further demonstrating that living, wild elephants 

are far more valuable than trinkets. 

Nations also agreed to tighten oversight of export 

quotas for species listed on CITES Appendix I, 

including leopard, cheetah, markhor and black rhino. 

While we hold that trophy hunting has no place in 

modern conservation, at least now there will be a 

review of quotas subject to scientific scrutiny.



As consumer interest in animals and their welfare 

grows across Australia, we see distinct shifts in 

purchasing behaviours in both food and fashion. 

Mulesing is a cruel procedure endured by 13–20 

million Merino lambs in Australia each year. Bred 

to maximise wool yields from having wrinkled skin, 

they are prone to flystrike—a painful condition 

where blowfly maggots feed off their skin 

especially around the tail area.  

To prevent flystrike, mulesing involves using shears 

to slice off strips of wrinkled skin around the rear 

of the lamb, creating smooth scar tissue. 

Approximately 75% of Australian lambs bred for 

wool are mulesed, many without pain relief 

(which, when applied, is usually done after the 

cut and it does not last as long as the pain). 

Another method uses liquid nitrogen to ‘freeze 

brand’ the skin on the lamb’s rear end. Sadly, 

there is no scientific evidence that this method 

doesn’t cause huge pain. 

However, a simple solution eliminates both 

flystrike and mulesing: genetic selection that breeds 

plain-bodied, bare breech sheep with no wrinkles. 

And farmers can transition flocks within five years. 

Throughout 2019, we have explained to retailers 

that they can source Australian wool that does 

not subject lambs to mulesing. 

In August, iconic Australian brands the Country 

Road Group and David Jones announced they 

would be supporting more responsibly sourced 

wool. This will see all of their pure wool products 

verified as non-mulesed or ceased-mulesed by 

Winter 2021. 

They join global brands—including H&M, Marks & 

Spencer, Next, Target, Tesco, Abercrombie & Fitch, 

Adidas, Hugo Boss, Kerring, Nike and Timberland 

—in rejecting wool from mulesed sheep. 

Help us persuade more retailers to take a stand 

against mulesing and join the ‘Don’t cut our 

butts’ campaign at www.hsi.org .au/lambs

Please don’t  
cut my butt

Shoppers pushing 

retailers to sell more 

humane products



We would like you to meet Daisy. Earlier this year she was 

a working elephant in Delhi, India’s city of nearly 19 million 

people, 10 million vehicles and days often reaching 45°. 

For 51 years, Daisy worked on noisy streets, blazing hot 

pavements while being beaten if she didn’t comply with 

commands from her owner. She was given no veterinary 

care, nothing nutritious and no love or companionship. 

Then our partners at Wildlife SOS changed her world. 

She now walks in the forest, relaxes in a large pool and 

eats healthy food. Her wounds and feet are healing and, 

perhaps most importantly, she delights in other elephants 

(main image: Lily (left) and Daisy). 

Your support makes rescues like Daisy’s possible and 

helps us care for all of the elephants enjoying their 

retirement at the Wildlife SOS Elephant Conservation 

Care Centre. On their behalf, thank you. 

Tons of thanks from  
these tons of joy



Humane Society International proudly coordinated this 

year’s Threatened Species Children’s Art Competition, 

with support from competition founder Forestmedia 

Network Inc, the Kids in Nature Network in Victoria, and 

the NSW Government’s Saving Our Species program. 

Primary school-aged children in NSW, Victoria and the 

ACT learnt about the extinction crisis facing our native 

species and, hopefully, became inspired as our next 

generation of environmental leaders. More than 2,000 

children participated, using art to high light their chosen 

threatened species and the challenges it faces. Children, 

parents and teachers were equally keen, with many 

schools linking lesson plans and the program. 

On National Threatened Species Day (7 Sept), 110 of the 

most skilfully creative and conceptually powerful entries 

were showcased in the finalists’ exhibitions, installed in 

the Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra Botanic Gardens.  

These vibrant, thought-provoking installations thrilled 

thousands—see why at www.hsi.org.au/artcomp   

Artful  
and  

aware 



HSI teams up  
to close down fights

Most Australians  

don’t know there  

is a thriving dog fighting 

community in our country

The inherent cruelty in dog fighting (from breeding, 

to training, to competition) involves terrible suffering 

for animals at every stage. 

Dog fighting rings have an extensive underground 

economy operating globally resulting in huge profits 

from illegal gambling and selling of dogs and their 

offspring. 

Australian import laws make trafficking dogs difficult 

but online forums show the US as a main source of 

dog fighting bloodlines. Several major kennels here 

are suspected of breeding from this heinous heritage. 

Fights are held secretly but authorities suspect there 

are many rings operating here. HSI has helped convict 

dogfighters in the US for decades and this year 

Janette Reaver, HSI Senior Specialist in Global Anti-

Dogfighting, came to share insights with Australian 

enforcement officials.  

This collaboration will be a vital step in prosecuting 

Australian offenders and an essential step in ending 

this vile ‘sport’. 



Removing an ugly part  
of the beauty industry

After years of intense campaigning we were delighted in 

February when the Senate passed the Industrial Chemicals 

Bill 2017 which will end the reliance on cruel, outdated 

animal testing for cosmetics sold in Australia. 

HSI and  Humane Research Australia (our #BeCrueltyFree 

Australia campaign partner) ensured the Government 

added 11 substantial reinforcing measures so that all 

cosmetic ingredients are captured by the ban. And we got 

funding to support developing non-animal test methods. 

Approximately 100,000–200,000 animals (including mice, 

rabbits, guinea pigs, hamsters, and rats) suffer and die in 

unnecessary cosmetic testing globally every year .  

Typically this includes skin and eye irritation tests with 

chemicals rubbed onto the shaved skin or dripped into the 

eyes of rabbits; repeated oral force-feeding studies lasting 

weeks or months to look for signs of general illness such 

as cancer or birth defects; and even widely condemned 

‘lethal-doses’ where animals are forced to ingest massive 

doses of a chemical to know how much is lethal. There’s 

no pain relief and animals are killed at the end, normally 

by asphyxiation, neck-breaking or decapitation. 

The Australian ban is a huge win for animals, consumers 

and science. It brings the ending globally of cosmetic 

testing on animals one important step closer. 



We were excited to finally get four Threatened Ecological 

Communities we nominated recognised under national 

environment law this year. These victories have been a 

long time coming and it was encouraging to see the new 

Environment Minister, Sussan Ley, stepping up where her 

predecessors had not.  

Tasmanian Black Gum—Brookers gum forests are now 

listed as Critically Endangered with about 90% cleared 

and the remaining patches threatened by weeds, fire and 

changed water flows. These forests are home to more than 

60 species considered threatened themselves, including 

the swift parrot and King Island brown thornbill. 

The Poplar box grassy woodlands are found in New South 

Wales and Queensland and have declined by around 75%. 

They are home to at least 21 threatened species, including 

koalas, bilbies and regent honeyeaters. 

The Tuart woodlands and forests of the Swan Coastal Plain 

in Western Australia are threatened by urban expansion, 

changes to the water table and invasive species. They 

provide much needed habitat for the western ringtail 

possum and Baudin’s and Carnaby’s cockatoos. 

And the Robertson rainforest in New South Wales offers 

protection for at least eight threatened animals, including 

the Littlejohn’s tree frog and spotted-tail quoll. 

We are proudly responsible for nominating close to 40% of  

the threatened habitats recognised under our national 

environmental law. These listings give extra protection from 

development and help target much-needed recovery funding. 

Private landowners are also making a huge contribution 

to conservation through our Wildlife Land Trust which now 

has more than 600 members protecting over 65,000 

hectares of wildlife habitat. 

much more 
needed 
protection

Much needed ministerial change helps bring



As whale watchers in Australia welcomed the migrating 

creatures back to our shores in July, Japanese whalers began 

their first openly commercial whale hunt in more than  

30 years. 

Their actions make it a pirate whaling nation, acting outside 

the rule of international law since their withdrawal from 

the International Whaling Commission (IWC) last year.  

Japan will condemn 264 whales (52 minke, 187 Bryde’s 

and 25 endangered sei) to slow, agonising deaths.  

This hunt is happening despite a dwindling home market 

for whale meat and in direct opposition to global opinion. 

However, Japan’s departure from the IWC does at least mean 

they can’t now hunt in the Southern Ocean whale sanctuary 

under the guise of science—which is only commercial whaling 

thinly disguised. 

HSI will continue to fight for the world’s whales until the 

last whaling nations—Japan, Iceland and Norway—finally 

lower their harpoons for good. 

Japan  
keeps 
on 
killing

Walked away from the world body  
so it could slaughter 264 whales



 Source: European BREF (data on virgin fibre paper). Carbon footprint data audited by the Carbon Neutral Company. Results are according to technical information and subject to modification.

Numbers slowly climbing 
Gorillas thriving with 
anti-poachers on guard

We had wonderful news from our project protecting the gorillas 

in the Tshivanga highland sector of Kahuzi-Biega National Park 

in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

The patrols now keep watch over 163 individuals from 13 families, 

having welcomed two babies in the Mpungwe family and an 

older one who has migrated into the area and bonded with 

the Cimanuka family. 

Each arrival is precious since the Grauer gorillas (aka eastern 

lowland gorillas) are Critically Endangered with only around 

5,000 left in the wild.  

We were also told that Mugaruka (a large, solitary 32-year-old 

silverback) continues to thrive despite sometimes venturing 

to fields outside the park boundary where he is more vulnerable 

to poaching. 

He often roams close to the visitor centre which offers tourists 

an incredible opportunity for a close encounter with a silver -

back without making an arduous trek through jungle terrain. 

We have partnered with Born Free to support this project 

since 2011. Thank you for helping us to make such a difference 

to the survival of these gorillas and the brave anti-poaching 

teams that protect them.

By using ecoS tar  Si lk  rather than a non-recycled paper the environmental  impact was reduced by:  

1 ,412kg of  landfi l l   •   55,080 l i tres of  water   •   3, 236 kWh of  electr icity   •   190kg C0 2  +  greenhouse gases  •   2 , 2 95 kg of  wood

Mastercard  Visa  Amex  Money order  Cheque

I wish to make  
a ONE-OFF  

tax deductible 

I wish to make a  
regular MONTHLY  

tax deductible 

Please mail this form to: Humane Society International PO Box 439 Avalon, NSW 2107
Like information about  
Making a Bequest to HSI? 

Paying by (please circle): 

 

Card number: 

Name on card: 

Signature: Expiry date: 

Address: 

Postcode: 

Phone:  

Email: 

 

Card number: 

Name on card: 

Signature: Expiry date: 

OR please send me information on Direct Debit from my bank account: 

Address: 

Postcode: 

Phone:  

Email:

$50 $35$500 $250 $100$1000 Other: $

OR

I understand that this payment  
can be stopped by me at any time. 

I am paying by (please circle):  

Mastercard  Visa  American Express

$100 $250$35 $50 Other: $

You can also donate by telephone : freecall 1800 333 737 , email us: admin@hsi.org.au or visit: hsi.org.au   •   Your support is invaluable, thank you

▲

per month until 
further notice
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