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Thanks to the ever growing support of HSI members, we had
significant wins for the environment and animal protection this
year. However, as with other times it has been a year of highs
and lows—tinged with foreboding as a new, very conservative
government takes charge in Canberra.

Conservation and animal welfare are not top of its agenda and
we have spent much time defending our national environment
laws, and similarly in New South Wales.

Governments seem determined to reduce all regulation and allow
industry development a path free of those pesky environment
and animal welfare responsibilities.

But there’s a shock in store for them. HSI is ever vigilant and we
have been working with colleague groups and friendly politicians
to stop the worst excesses getting through the Parliament.

We have also engaged with our lawyers in seeking legal challenges
to wildlife and animal issues, while developing our own ideas on
new laws to better protect the environment.

Meanwhilewecontinuedirectlyhelpingprotectwildlifeandhabitats,
farm animals, international anti-poaching programs and disaster
relief programs around the world. All of which is made possible
because of your financial support. We look forward to continuing
to work with you for the animals through 2017.

Please click here to donate

http://www.hsi.org.au/go/to/1373/donate.html


The HSI team at CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora, Johannesburg 2016) were elated when the 182 member nations agreed to a global ban on
trade in highly threatened pangolin species.

It is the world’s most illegally traded wild animal with more than 1 million wild pangolins killed in the
last ten years. HSI had, for many years, been working hard with other conservation groups to see this
protective ban announced in South Africa.

A mostly nocturnal animal feeding on ants and termites, there are four Asian species and four in Africa.
These marvellous creatures have been the subject of extremely intensive illegal trafficking for many
years, feeding the huge appetite in China and Vietnam for its meat and scales—a supposed medicine.

HSI is supporting Education for Nature in Vietnam (ENV) to help stamp out trade in pangolins and
other native wildlife. Threatened with extinction, this global ban may be the first step in their recovery. 

Hunted on a massive scale
in a major misbelief

Please click here 
to donate

http://www.hsi.org.au/go/to/1373/donate.html


Where three’s not 
a crowd, nor even 97

In 2010 we had a call from an Indian NGO asking for help in rescuing an elephant that had been
tugging at their heartstrings for years.

Wildlife SOS (WSOS) are an outstanding Indian organisation and, having worked with them on wildlife
trade issues and bears, when they came to us about Champa ‘how could we say no’.

She was in shocking condition, underfed and malnourished with a severe injury to her leg. But despite
this she was beaten and forced to beg on the side of the road. As WSOS saw her misery every time
they took this road to the bear sanctuary, they resolved to end her suffering and so HSI’s involvement
with India’s working elephants began. 

Next to be rescued was Bhola. Equally heartwrenching, he was half the weight he should have been
and had been hit by a truck, leaving wounds so deep that the vets could put their entire arms in as
they administered antibiotic powders. 

However, the incredible love and care from staff at the centre has restored his health
and happiness.

Bijli followed and then a bombshell with the Indian Government approving WSOS’s
rescue of the 97 circus elephants still working nationwide. 

Currently they have 22 elephants but could bring them in faster if not for the
expense of each rescue and the resulting care-costs. Our help is needed
more than ever and they love visitors at the WSOS sanctuaries—please
contact our office so we can put you in direct contact with them.  

Saving India’s working elephants one by one

Please click here to donate

http://www.hsi.org.au/go/to/1373/donate.html


5,000,000 hectares 
of haven-saving habitat

Our 22-year-old campaign to protect as many endangered ecosystems as possible under national and
state law had another successful year: it now boasts some 5 million hectares of critical habitat.

This year we saw the listing and national protection of the Warkworth Sands Woodland of the Hunter
Valley ‘Threatened Ecological Community’ (TEC) under the Commonwealth’s Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

The listing was vital due to the impacts of the Warkworth mine near Bulga. With just 400 hectares of
the woodland remaining the strong legal protection afforded by the HSI-initiated listing helps protect
a myriad threatened and iconic native species in a severely fragmented landscape, including glossy-
black cockatoos, regent honeyeaters, green and golden bell frogs and eastern pygmy possums.

The Federal Government has also agreed to assess two other HSI TEC nominations for protection
under national law, the Tuart (Eucalyptus gomphocephala) woodlands of the Swan Coastal Plain in
WA, and the Tasmanian white gum (Eucalyptus viminalis) wet forest. We have also been successful 
in listing the Lesueur and Fitzgerald River NPs as national heritage in WA. HSI also purchased 
a Daintree rainforest block in cooperation with the Rainforest Trust.

Our last Campaign Report told of our financial support for a Federal court case by the Tasmanian
Conservation Trust, trying to protect 2,000 hectares of woodland including remnant of the threatened
Eucalyptus ovata—Callitris oblonga Forest (protected thanks to an HSI nomination). Pleasingly, the
developer has withdrawn the
proposal in the face of this
court action so precious
habitat has been saved for
wildlife, including Tasmanian
devils, eastern quolls and
wedge-tailed eagles.

WLT Urliup Wildlife Sanctuary
Photo: R Clark

Please click here to donate

http://www.hsi.org.au/go/to/1373/donate.html


It’s not a sport, it’s not
humane and it’s not on

The NSW Government has banned greyhound racing from July 2017.  This was the result of a
thorough investigation into the greyhound racing industry in NSW which highlighted the cruelty
this industry believed it needed to execute to make it viable, first exposed by ABC Four Corners.

If the only way you can build an industry based on animals is to kill 90% of them then the real question
is: how has it continued for so long and why aren’t the other states following suit?

The cruelty aspect was rampant, with up to 70% of greyhounds whelped being deliberately killed for
being too slow, 40% of pups killed as they ‘don’t have the instinct’, 20% of trainers engaging in live
baiting, use of illegal drugs to make dogs run faster, innumerable mass graves and industry cover-ups.

And this dirty business doesn’t just involve unacceptable levels of animal cruelty, with organised crime,
drug cartels and physical threats levelled at anyone who dared speak out. 

When the enquiry was held many people had stories to tell but they were so intimidated they would
not give evidence. And the ban has caused the issuing of death threats aplenty.  

We have been in high level talks with the State Government, and coordinating with rescue groups to
take on the rehoming of as many greyhounds as possible. This is going to be a big job but we are
feeling quietly confident that most of the dogs that have not been too damaged and can be rehomed
will find loving homes.

Please click here to donate

http://www.hsi.org.au/go/to/1373/donate.html


Court says we’re right 
so we’ll remain alert 
to the lies

In May the Federal Court found one of the largest egg producers guilty of falsely labelling eggs 
as free range in Western Australia.

This momentous win followed HSI’s formal complaint four years earlier, with Snowdale Holdings
(trading as Swan Valley Egg Farm and Eggs by Ellah) pulling out all the stops against the
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission’s (ACCC) misleading and deceptive
conduct charges. 

HSI’s investigations showed Swan Valley had falsely labelled eggs as ‘free range’ and
submitted a formal complaint to the ACCC in 2012. Their investigations found there was 
a case to answer and, in addition, a West Australian newspaper revealed that not only were
the hens far from free range, thousands were subject to cruel and unsanitary conditions.

We determined that Snowdale had been duping the public for 14 years and, as one of WA’s
biggest supermarket suppliers, this deception is mind boggling. We now look to Coles and
Woolworths to stop selling these eggs as they claim to have quality assurance schemes.

How could such a massive deception remain undetected? HSI will continue seeking prosecution 
of any producer lying about their production of free range eggs. 

Above: HSI Director Verna Simpson, Jennifer Skiff (HSUS), and Lynn MacLaren MP (Greens) outside Perth Federal Court.

Please click here to donate

http://www.hsi.org.au/go/to/1373/donate.html


Hounding a most
despicable trade

China is central to the dog meat industry, with some 10 million slaughtered annually for human consumption.
Committed to abolishing the whole cruel, unscrupulous practice, we again dented its rickety façade this year.
Members of China Animal Protection Power, a coalition of local groups organised by Humane Society
International, rescued 320 dogs in a truck bound for Jilin, the second largest dog meat market in China.

The dogs had been on the truck for 12 hours at least, enduring the summer heat with no food or water. And says
Peter Li (HSI’s China specialist), being friendly they were likely stolen household pets. 

Those rescued are now being cared for and are receiving medical care before being placed for adoption within
China. This rescue follows earlier work this year at the Yulin festival where we rescued 171 dogs and five cats
from slaughter in meat markets.

Working in many countries, HSI India recently
launched a campaign to end the dog meat
trade in the state of Nagaland where 30,000
stray and stolen pets are sold live and beaten
to death with wooden clubs.

Humane Society International remains
determined that no dog anywhere dies 
a cruel death on the butcher’s block. 

Please click here to donate

http://www.hsi.org.au/go/to/1373/donate.html


Arriving fast and 
also building for the future

Please click here to donate

http://www.hsi.org.au/go/to/1373/donate.html


The horns of a dilemma:
CITES says ‘no’

In Johannesburg just a few weeks ago, Humane Society International’s wildlife experts rejoiced
as CITES* members defeated Swaziland’s plan to sell stocks of rhinoceros horn and horn harvested
from its 74 living rhinos to licensed retailers. 

HSI told the media: “The world has done the right thing by rejecting international trade in rhino horn
between Swaziland and ‘licensed retailers in Asia’. This could have reversed years of progress to
reduce demand, crack down on rhino horn trafficking and protect rhinos in their natural environment.” 

Unfortunately, CITES states rejected the up-listing of all African elephants to the highest protective
category under the Convention, however the global ivory trade ban remains in place. And a resolution
urging all nations to prohibit domestic ivory trade was passed.

HSI Australia was successful over two years ago in tightening the controls for exporting and importing
antique rhino horn, and also sought tougher ivory trade controls. We continue pressuring the Federal
Minister, urging him to respond positively to the CITES request of nations: “to inform the Secretariat of
the status of the legality of their domestic ivory markets and efforts to implement the provisions of
this resolution, including efforts to close those markets that contribute to illegal killing or illegal trade”.

We are hoping for early action.

*Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

Please click here to donate

http://www.hsi.org.au/go/to/1373/donate.html


Whale of a fine 
for marine mass murder 

In the Federal Court, Sydney at the end of 2015, Justice Jagot needed little deliberation before
finding against Japanese whaling company Kyodo Senpaku Kaisha (Kyodo), finding them in
contempt of the Australian courts.

HSI initiated the proceedings last year after being granted an injunction by the Federal Court in 2008,
which required Kyodo to cease whaling in the Australian Whale Sanctuary. The Federal Court found
that Kyodo had killed whales in breach of Australian law.

Presiding Judge Justice Jagot accepted the evidence presented by HSI and agreed that Kyodo had
killed minke whales in the Australian Whale Sanctuary. She found Kyodo’s conduct in breach of the
injunction was “deliberate, systematic and sustained”, and was satisfied beyond reasonable doubt that
Kyodo had killed tens—if not hundreds—of whales over four separate annual whaling campaigns in
breach of the 2008 Federal Court injunction.

In penalising Kyodo, Justice Jagot said $1 million reflected 
the “serious nature of the breaches”, and that the penalty 
was intended to “denounce Kyodo’s conduct” and deter 
other whaling vessels. It is the largest fine handed down 
in a contempt case.

Jeremy Kirk SC, James Hutton, Michael Kennedy (HSI Director) and Stacey Ella (EDO Solicitor) 

Please click here to donate

http://www.hsi.org.au/go/to/1373/donate.html


Strong growth locks vital
habitat away for good

HSI’s Wildlife Land Trust (WLT) welcomed another 70 sanctuaries to the program in 2016.
It now boasts over 410+ members with over 55,000 hectares of private land dedicated to the
protection of wildlife habitats.

We’ve passed many milestones this year, with a record-breaking 17 sanctuaries joining the WLT ranks
in March alone. A recent addition being Saddler Springs, this high conservation value 8,000ha
property is an integral part of Queensland’s iconic Carnavon Ranges, being incredibly rich in biodiversity
with 17 intact regional ecosystems.

This year the first covenants were secured through the WLT partnership with the NSW Office of
Environment and Heritage, where WLT staff assess eligible and interested members for elevation to
Conservation Agreements. The high biodiversity values of Wattle Brae and
Urliup Wildlife Sanctuary, both 43 hectares, are now protected in-perpetuity
thanks to this program.

Our long-awaited Sanctuaries You Can Stay program launched in June 
to help WLT members promote their eco-accommodation to fund their
conservation efforts. Assisting members to advertise wildlife-friendly
accommodation also means the public get to visit inspirational places 
and learn about the outstanding work being done on private land.  

WLT membership continues apace and plays an increasingly important
private land conservation role across Australia.

Falls Forest Retreat photo: Evan Quartermain      Silvereye Zosterops lateralis photo: D Harvey
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http://www.hsi.org.au/go/to/1373/donate.html
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Please mail this form to:
Humane Society International PO Box 439 Avalon, NSW 2107
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HSI’s marine experts enjoyed a triple success at CITES
in Johannesburg, South Africa: member nations gave
greater protection to devil rays and thresher and silky
sharks by adding them to the Convention lists.

Rebecca Regnery (Deputy Director of Wildlife, HSI)
noted that: “It indicates that countries recognise the
conservation crisis of largely unmonitored international
commercial trade in shark products such as fins and
meat, leaving many species struggling to survive.

“We are delighted CITES parties have acknowledged
the urgent need to correct this oversight in order to
maintain healthy shark populations…Devil rays are
beautiful, defenseless marine animals that have come

under increasingly serious threat due to demand from
Asia for their food-filtering gill plates which are used
in ‘medical’ products. Today, member countries have
given us hope that they will take the necessary actions
to protect angelic devil rays from possible extinction.” 

Earlier this year, the HSI team also had successes at the
Convention on Migratory Species Shark MoU meeting
in Costa Rica, where 22 shark and ray species were
added to the Shark MoU protected lists. These
threatened sharks and rays will now be the subject of
an international conservation plan.

A good-news year for sharks and rays internationally
but HSI battles on to protect local sharks.

‘Medical’ benefits prove 
life threatening to sharks

You can also donate by telephone—freecall 1800 333 737—or visit: www.hsi.org.au   •   Your support is invaluable, thank you

Please click here to donate

http://www.hsi.org.au/go/to/1373/donate.html



