
































THE YEARS FLY PAST SO QUICKLY that the staff at 

HSI hardly have time to draw breath – there is always so 

much to do for so many animals and natural places. As 

always the time represents a period of successes and 

frustrations, but also essential work that carries on only 

because of your determined support.

The campaigns and programs shown in this brief report 

to you highlight just some of the work in which we 

engage. Over the past 18 months for example, HSI has 

directed over $800,000 to approximately 77 projects all 

over the world.

HSI was particularly disappointed this year to discover 

the re-emergence of fur apparel containing dog fur in 

retail shops everywhere and immediately had Australia’s 

best scientists test the garments for canid hairs. That 

dog fur was indeed back on sale again was confirmed, 

triggering our new campaign for action by Customs and 

very broad coverage in the media. We are still fighting 

on this front!

Besides our work on protecting dolphins and sea lions, 

HSI has maintained its priority focus on the conservation 

of albatross and petrel species killed in fishing operations 

around Australia and globally. It is thought that between 

160,000 and in excess of 320,000 seabirds are killed every 

year! HSI is committed to stopping this atrocity.

Our marine efforts are equally matched by our programs 

to protect wildlife habitats on land, helping to achieve 

two land-mark protections this year, with the legal listing 

of 3.3 million acres of threatened, and nearly 50 million 

heritage acres in the West Kimberley.  Along with our 

climate change work here and internationally, this all 

helps to keep carbon in the ground!

A final thankyou to you all for your unstinting support 

throughout the year, and we very much look forward 

to working with you again as we head into 2012 and 

continue our fight for the animals and their environment.
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HSI HAS HAD GREAT SUCCESS in stopping the killing of 

dolphins drowned in commercial fishing nets in Australia’s 

biggest fishery. In a 12 month period between 2010 and 2011 

nearly 50 dolphins are known to have died. Immediate action 

by HSI saw a large area within that fishery closed to gillnet 

fishing, covering an area of approximately 27,239 square 

kilometres. In addition, large dolphin observation zones have 

been established with 100% observer coverage by cameras 

or on-board observers. HSI is continuing to closely monitor 

the fishery to ensure that no more dolphin deaths occur.

HSI has also successfully continued to campaign 

against the killing of an estimated 256 

threatened Australian sea lions in commercial 

fishing nets each year, in the same fishery killing 

dolphins. As with the dolphins, we have been 

able to trigger the closure of a large number 

of areas around sea lion colonies to provide 

greater protection and we’re lobbying hard for 

zero bycatch allowance – and we are getting 

near to that figure.

PROTECTING DOLPHINS  

AND AUSTRALIAN SEA LIONS
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HSI CONTINUES TO BE AT THE FOREFRONT  

of shark protection internationally and in Australia, 
striving for globally improved fisheries’ management 
practices and an end to targeted shark fisheries in 
Australia. This includes a goal to see the sale and 
consumption of shark fin made illegal. As a part of 
our campaign, HSI has also convinced State and 
Federal governments to assess the dusky whaler, 
short fin mako, spotted wobbegong, scalloped 
hammerhead and great hammerhead sharks for 
legal protection as threatened species. 

SHARKS
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OUR SUPPORT for mountain gorilla conservation in the Congo, Uganda and Rwanda 
continued until the start of 2011 when we began to support the protection of eastern 
lowland gorilla in the Kahuzi-Biega National Park in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo.  Combined conservation efforts have seen mountain gorilla numbers increase 
by around 26% since 2003, while the Chief Warden in Kahuzi-Bega has just established 
a new ranger post in a previously war-torn area of the Park. HSI also continues to 
support orangutan protection programs in Sumatra and Kalimantan, and gorilla and 
chimpanzee rehabilitation programs in the Congo.

THE GREAT APES
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HSI WAS VERY PROUD to have played a part in the recent addition of more than 19 

million hectares (nearly 50 million acres) of the West Kimberley in Western Australia to 

the National Heritage List. This represents the largest land-based conservation area ever 

protected under Australian environmental law. The listing recognises the outstanding 

heritage values - natural, aboriginal, aesthetic and historic – represented in the region, 

conferring the mantel of the “best of the best”.

PROTECTING  

THE KIMBERLEY
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WHILE HSI’S Wildlife Land Trust continues to 

grow around the country, numbering 138 member 

sanctuaries and covering approximately 70,000 

acres, the work of our international Wildlife Land 

Trust partner sanctuaries also continue apace. Of 

particular note this year are the successful bird-

release programs of the Friends of the National 

Parks Foundation at the Nusa Penida Island Bird 

Sanctuary, off the coast of Bali. In celebration of 

the fifth anniversary of the first successful Bali 

starling release on the island (a highly endangered 

species that now numbers over 100 on Nusa 

Penida), a release ceremony for 100 threatened 

Java sparrows (near extinct in Bali) took place 

amid a throng of village chiefs and dignitaries. 

Both species are now flourishing!

NUSA PENIDA  

BIRD SANCTUARY
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HSI Director Verna Simpson releases Javan 
sparrows. Photo Dr Jan Schmidt-Burbach
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THE CONSERVATION OF 

FRESH WATER TURTLES  

AND TORTOISES
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Madagascan radiated tortoise.  
Photo Turtle Conservation Fund

HSI HAS BEEN very privileged to be a partner organisation in a truly global effort to protect 

the world’s highly threatened and fast diminishing populations of freshwater turtles and 

tortoises. We have helped finance some 32 separate projects in 15 countries around the 

globe, directly benefiting the survival of these extremely fragile and little understood animal 

families. We have been able to support this critical work through our partnership in the 

international Turtle Conservation Fund, a collection of leading conservation organisations 

dedicated to the protection of these precious animals.



WE HAVE BEEN ABLE to successfully influence 
the degree to which the Federal Government’s 
new climate change laws will benefit habitat 
conservation, helping ensure that “green carbon” 
programs have a chance to work effectively. At 
the same time, we have gained protection for the 
largest area of a threatened ecological community 
ever listed under Federal law - some 1.3 million 
hectares (3.3 million acres) of Coolibah – Black Box 
Woodland – and helped keep carbon in the ground!  
HSI has also maintained its lobbying presence at 
the global climate change negotiations, fighting for 
tropical forest protection as we head into the final 
talks in Durban in December.

CLIMATE 

CHANGE 

AND HABITAT 

PROTECTION
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Coolibah – Black Box Woodland.  
Photo John Benson
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EVERY YEAR IN INDIA, many tens of thousands of animals die because of the ongoing illegal trade in wildlife and 

their body parts. But, this year, thanks to the generous support of HSI donors, we were able to help fund the continuing 

work of “ForestWatch”, an undercover team run by Wildlife SOS - a special force dedicated to reducing the poaching 

of all wildlife. They work with the forest department and police in various parts of India, building upon their previous 

successes in bringing down some of the prime poachers in Asia. HSI also supports anti-poaching activities in South 

Africa, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Zambia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Indonesia and Vietnam.

ANTI-WILDLIFE POACHING  

IN INDIA
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Wildlife SOS Co-Founder and Director 
Kartick Satyanaraya (second from right) 
with anti-poaching team members and 

confiscated leopard skins.



FOLLOWING OUR GREAT SUCCESS back in 

2004 in first exposing and then securing a ban 

on the cruel and illegal imports of dog and cat 

fur from China, HSI was shocked this year to 

find major retail shops in Australia selling these 

garments again. We hit the Federal Government 

hard over this scandal and re-launched in the 

media the original footage taken by our under 

cover team in China of this horrific trade. This 

triggered TV spots around the country, putting 

as much pressure as possible on the Government 

and importers. As we go to print, the Federal 

Minister responsible is dodging all interviews and 

we are reviewing legal options.

DOG AND 

CAT FUR 

IMPORTS 

EXPOSED
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Raccoon dogs.  
Photo Lauri Sippu

Dog pelts. 
Photo Charlie Sellers
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THROUGHOUT THIS YEAR’S SCANDAL about 

the live cattle export trade, HSI has continued to 

grow its Humane Choice – True Free Range food 

label, bringing on-board many new free range 

farmers producing Humane Choice high standard 

products. Meanwhile, we have been rattling the 

cages of the Australian Egg Corporation and 

Australian Pork Limited – amongst others – who 

are feeling the pressure following a large number 

of formal complaints by HSI to the Australian 

Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC).  

HSI’s complaints have helped trigger court action 

by the ACCC against false advertising in the egg 

industry, while we continue to consider our own 

legal options.

A BETTER LIFE  

FOR FARM ANIMALS
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HERE IS MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION OF:

  $1000   $500   $250   $100   $50   $25 $_________other

I am paying by:   CHEQUE   MONEY ORDER 

    AMEX     MASTERCARD   VISA

Card No ______________________________________________________________

Card Name____________________________________________________________

Signature ___________________________________ Expiry Date _______________

Postal Address ________________________________________________________

____________________________________________ Postcode _________________

Phone _______________________Email ____________________________________

   Please send me ________ (quantity) Counter Packs (50 leaflets plus stand)  

to distribute locally.

  Please send me information on making a bequest to HSI.

You may also donate by telephone (02) 9973 1728, via our free call  

number 1800 333 737, or via our website at www.hsi.org.au/donate

Your support is vital to the work we do.  Thank you.

I’D LIKE TO MAKE A REGULAR MONTHLY DONATION OF

  $25             $50             $100         $250       $_________other

per month, until further notice. I understand that this payment can be  

stopped by me at any time.

Please debit my:    AMEX     MASTERCARD   VISA

Card No ___________________________________________________________

Card Name_________________________________________________________

Signature ___________________________________ Expiry Date ____________

OR, Please send information on DIRECT DEBIT from my bank account.

 Postal Address _____________________________________________________

____________________________________________ Postcode ______________

Phone _______________________Email _________________________________

Please send to:  Humane Society International 

PO Box 439, Avalon, NSW 2107  

Phone: (02) 9973 1728 Fax: (02) 9973 1729 

Freecall: 1800 333 737 admin@hsi.org.au
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THE DEATH OF CHAMPA

The following note arrived from Kartick Satyanarayan on 

September 10th, 2011:

Dear Verna and Michael,

I write with a heavy heart that Champa just left for 

her heavenly abode and has passed on to happier 

and more peaceful pastures.

We are currently carrying out her post mortem 

procedures (required by law in the presence of forest 

department officials) followed by a burial ceremony.

Champa lives on in our hearts as the founder of 

elephant haven.

We all pray for her departed soul to rest in peace.

Love and prayers

Kartick, Geeta and the WSOS team

All the team at HSI were extremely saddened by the 

news, but we know that Champa spent her last two 

years in peace and tranquillity at the elephant sanctuary, 

loved and cared for by those that rescued her - eating 

and sleeping without threat from anybody or anything. 

We are just very grateful that she was able to enjoy these 

few pleasures in life before passing away among her new 

elephant friends.
Photo Wildlife SOS


