
































IN A YEAR that has dragged us through the 

horrors of a Federal election, the workload 

never diminishes as our environmental problems 

increase, and politicians continue to let us 

down. This has also been the United Nations 

International Year of Biodiversity, reminding 

us of the pressures confronting all animals and 

their natural world. HSI faces these challenges 

with the confidence and backing of our 40,000 

supporters, increasingly relying on our own 

initiatives, and not on government action.

Domestically, it has been a very tough year, 

fighting rural industries that want to avoid effective 

standards and scrutiny of their treatment of farm 

animals, but we have made significant inroads. On 

the wildlife and habitat protection front, we have 

again ensured the legal protection for well over a 

million acres of threatened ecosystems, and also 

gained some policy traction on habitat protection 

through potential “green carbon” programs. HSI’s 

Wildlife Land Trust now has well over 80 member 

sanctuaries across the six states, while our marine 

program has stepped up efforts to protect the 

critical habitats of whales, dolphins, dugongs, sea 

lions, sharks and turtles.

Most notable on the global front this year, we have 

seen our colleagues at Wildlife SOS rescue the 

final “dancing” (sloth) bears from their miserable 

lives on the streets of India, a success for which all 

HSI supporters deserve enormous credit. We have 

maintained a range of other international programs 

to help protect animals in need, while our global 

disaster relief program has been stretched to the 

limit to not only deal with the range of  catastrophic 

events around the globe but also helping the 

working animals of war-torn Afghanistan.

These many challenges will of course continue into 

2011, not the least of which will be our participation 

in the international talks on climate change, whales 

and tropical forests. We thank our supporters for 

all their help through 2010, and can assure you that 

we will be fighting just as hard for the animals and 

their environments in 2011.
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Champa’s new shoes to help her feet heal faster
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HSI WAS PART OF A TEAM that successfully avoided a 

catastrophe at this year’s International Whaling Commission 

meeting in Morocco, by defeating a compromise proposal 

that would have suspended the global moratorium on 

commercial whaling and permitted coastal whaling. HSI fully 

supported the Australian Government’s bid in launching a 

legal action at the International Court of Justice in the Hague, 

to close the scientific whaling loophole used by Japan to 

kill whales in Australia’s Antarctic Whale Sanctuary – a case 

HSI first proposed over a decade ago. Our legal injunction 

against the Japanese whalers still stands, and if they dare 

enter Australian waters, we will take further legal action.

WHALES AND 

WHALING
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PROTECTING OUR precious marine world remains a high priority for HSI. 

A notable success this year was the legislative protection of the 1.7 million 

acre Ningaloo Reef and Coast for the National Heritage List – which also 

triggered an Australian Government nomination of Ningaloo for the 

World Heritage List. With project partners, we recently identified over 260 

separate marine critical habitat areas for 14 species of whales, dolphins, 

sharks and turtles - and the Australian sea lion and dugong - urging the 

Australian Government to list them all under national environment law. 

HSI also continues to battle, successfully, for the protection of Australian 

sea lion, albatrosses, and the southern bluefin tuna.

PROTECTING  
OUR MARINE ENVIRONMENT
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IT HAS NOT been a good year for much maligned grey-headed 

flying foxes, with floods decimating their food sources, habitats 

being destroyed, and cruel shooting deaths by fruit farmers, with 

research showing that many animals are now underweight and 

in bad condition. After initially gaining them national and legal 

recognition as a threatened species, HSI has been fighting hard 

for their protection and recovery. It has been such a frustrating 

process that we are once again financially supporting a Federal 

court case to stop their eviction from a critical habitat in Sydney. 

We have now been involved in over six court cases to help 

protect these marvellous animals.
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PROTECTING 
FLYING FOXES
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HSI’S WILDLIFE LAND TRUST, consisting 

of private landholders committed to the 

conservation of Australian wildlife and 

habitats, has been continually expanding 

across the country. There are now over 

80 private sanctuaries in this national 

and international network of like-minded 

people, covering some 35,000 acres through 

six states. From a northern Queensland 

rainforest to a small island off Tasmania’s 

south-east coast, and from a World Heritage 

area to a block of land in rehabilitation, the 

network is a broad church of conservation 

effort, bringing together people that really 

care. The WLT also has 12 sanctuary members 

spread through India, Africa and Indonesia 

covering some 25,000 acres and protecting 

a wide range of threatened animals.

WILDLIFE 

LAND TRUST

Cooper Creek Wilderness,  
in the heart of the Daintree

Mary White’s Falls Forest Retreat

Tony Young and friend at Licuala Rainforest 
Refuge and Wildlife Rescue Centre
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DISASTER 

RELIEF 

IN WAR ZONES and when disaster strikes it’s easy to forget the 

animals. The face of war is undoubtedly human suffering, but behind 

the scenes hundreds of thousands of animals are killed, starving or 

abandoned. In 1995 there were around 50 natural disasters globally, 

but by 2008 the tally had reached 450, and we haven’t counted the 

wars. HSI Disaster Relief Teams help with animal rescue efforts around 

the world and work in post disaster regions to ensure that animal 

welfare issues are considered when rebuilding begins. The Australian 

office focus this year has been on Afghanistan, collaborating with 

the Society for the Protection of Animals Abroad (SPANA), to help 

deliver projects to improve the lives of animals in war ravaged areas 

and consequently their beleaguered owners.
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THIS YEAR SAW the finalisation of two successful 

projects to rescue and rehabilitate troops of 

vervet monkeys in Zambia and South Africa. In 

Zambia, working with the Born Free Foundation, 

we responded to an emergency call when the 

President of Zambia had threatened to kill a large 

troop of vervet monkeys in his Statehouse grounds. 

The Lunga Luswishi Wildlife Project quickly moved 

to rescue and release back into the wild 64 vervet 

monkeys, overall saving 200 plus animals from 

certain execution. At SanWild Wildlife Sanctuary 

in South Africa, we also supported a successful 

rehabilitation and release program for vervets, 

establishing an effective “protocol” for future 

programs of this kind.

PRIMATE 
REHABILITATION
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HUMANE CHOICE   

– TRUE FREE RANGE

WORKING WITH the Free Range Pig Farmers Association, HSI 

has had an extremely intense year battling to establish a national 

“free range” standard for pigs. The standard should be introduced 

before the end of the year and has immensely positive implications 

for the welfare of pigs on production farms across Australia, for 

the health of humans and for the health of the environment. The 

number of Australian farmers that have joined HSI’s Humane 

Choice - True Free Range label is steadily increasing, and it will 

not be long now before you will be able to find Humane Choice 

endorsed pork, chicken and egg products in the shops.
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AN END  

TO BEAR CRUELTY

IT WAS TRULY WONDERFUL news that Wildlife SOS in India had 

achieved its ultimate goal of rescuing all the ‘dancing bears’ from 

the streets of India by the start of 2010. Bringing an end to this 

cruel and painful practice has taken a mammoth effort on the part 

of this amazing organisation and we are very proud to have been 

part of the solution, and very thankful to all of HSI’s supporters for 

their generosity. Kartick and Geeta, the directors of Wildlife SOS, 

also thank all of you who contributed to the final dance, giving the 

bears new lives, free from pain and suffering.

© Wildlife SOS
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WHILE HSI CONTINUES to pursue the 

conservation of elephants in Africa and 

Indonesia, we have been particularly pleased 

to help with the protection of abused Asian 

elephants in India. We have been supporting 

the broad Captive Elephant Welfare & 

Conservation Project of Wildlife SOS in 

India, which has been rescuing and caring 

for large numbers of  New Delhi’s working 

elephants, and helping stop illegal trade. 

This work has included the very high profile 

rescue of Champa, from a life of misery as a 

beast for entertainment, to a place free of 

pain and suffering and treated with respect 

and kindness – a successful rescue operation 

thanks to HSI’s supporters.

PROTECTING 
INDIAN ELEPHANTS
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OUR CLIMATE CHANGE activities have 

focused on the protection of wildlife habitats 

across the country, keeping carbon in the 

ground, and gaining legislative protection 

for another million or so acres. We have now 

protected well over 5 million acres of threatened 

habitats through legal means, and achieved 

further legal protection for millions more acres 

under national heritage laws. This work has 

been complemented through our successful 

promotion of “green carbon” policies in 

Australia. Internationally, we continue to fight 

for tropical rainforest protection through the 

Kyoto climate change negotiations, and have 

funded critical climate research through the 

United Nations to pinpoint global biodiversity 

and carbon hotspots that need protection. 

HABITAT PROTECTION AND 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
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HERE IS MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION OF:

  $1000   $500   $250   $100   $50   $25 $_________other

I am paying by:   CHEQUE   MONEY ORDER 

    AMEX     MASTERCARD   VISA

Card No ______________________________________________________________

Card Name____________________________________________________________

Signature ___________________________________ Expiry Date _______________

Postal Address ________________________________________________________

____________________________________________ Postcode _________________

Phone _______________________Email ____________________________________

   Please send me ________ (quantity) Counter Packs (50 leaflets plus stand)  

to distribute locally.

  Please send me information on making a bequest to HSI.

You may also donate by telephone (02) 9973 1728, via our free call  

number 1800 333 737, or via our website at www.hsi.org.au/donate

Your support is vital to the work we do.  Thank you.

I’D LIKE TO MAKE A REGULAR MONTHLY DONATION OF

  $25             $50             $100         $250       $_________other

per month, until further notice. I understand that this payment can be  

stopped by me at any time.

Please debit my:    AMEX     MASTERCARD   VISA

Card No ___________________________________________________________

Card Name_________________________________________________________

Signature ___________________________________ Expiry Date ____________

OR, Please send information on DIRECT DEBIT from my bank account.

 Postal Address _____________________________________________________

____________________________________________ Postcode ______________

Phone _______________________Email _________________________________

Please send to:  Humane Society International 

PO Box 439, Avalon, NSW 2107  

Phone: (02) 9973 1728 Fax: (02) 9973 1729 

Freecall: 1800 333 737 admin@hsi.org.au
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SEA LIONS AND  

COMMERCIAL FISHING

DESPITE STATE and 

Commonwealth legislative 

protection, an Australian shark 

fishery is seriously impacting 

upon the future of the 

threatened Australian sea lion, 

as hundreds of these animals 

are killed each year, drowning 

in nets as ‘bycatch’. In out of 

court negotiations with the 

Commonwealth, following 

HSI litigation, strict conditions 

to reduce the bycatch were 

imposed, which the Federal 

Minister is now required to 

enforce. This is best achieved 

through closing areas of the 

fishery where female sea lions 

are most impacted. HSI will 

consider taking further action 

in the courts if the Minister 

fails to act.
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