


Another hectic year at HSI has almost passed 
and we are just so grateful for the generosity 

of our supporters who make our work possible. In 
this annual review, while we run literally dozens of 
campaigns, we have decided to highlight eleven of 
our most high profile issues and projects, showing 
you at a glance the breadth and success of our 
achievements. 

This year was dominated by two important legal 
wins, one against the Japanese for whaling in 
Australian waters and the other against the Australian 
Government for approving an unsustainable fishery, 
while the growth of our support programs for wildlife 
and habitat protection in Asia, Africa and India has 
been significant.  Since 2000 our international grants 
program has supported over 100 projects and provided 
cash and leveraged funds worth almost $2 million, and 
we have been at the forefront of international climate 
change negotiations, seeking a better deal for the 
world’s forests and carbon protection.

An important program not mentioned in the following 
pages, is the Humane Choice label. Humane Choice is 
gathering speed, and this year we have certified our 
first farms, with product available in limited supply 
before the end of 2008. This program is a label for 
meats that have been produced humanely, with the 
welfare of the animals foremost in our minds, and was 
initiated because of the lack of legally enforceable 
certification standards. We will be continuing to 
lobby for the development of a nationally consistent 
“method of production” labelling scheme for animal 
derived products.

HSI has also been working for increased protection 
for the Murray River, through our “Million Acres” 
program.

We look forward to a successful year in 2009 and of 
course your ongoing and vital support. 
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Another busy 
year for HSI

1

Zebra’s are protected by the Kilimanjaro Fieldmen anti-poaching 
patrols in Tanzania. Copyright © iStockphoto/Anna Yu
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Whale 
protection 
success!

After four years of legal wrangling, 
HSI secured a landmark win in 

the Federal Court of Australia, with 
the Judge declaring that Japan’s 
whaling in the Australian Whale 
Sanctuary in Antarctica was a breach 
of Australian law, and ordered an 
injunction for the hunt to be stopped. 
HSI will continue to pursue legal and 
political options to stop the Japanese 
whalers. 

Humpback whale/Colin Maher

Humpback whale/Mick McIntyre
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Orangutan and tiger 
protection in Indonesia!

HSI is very pleased to be able to financially support 
the Australian Orangutan Foundation in its work 

to protect the Bukit Tigapuluh Landscape area in Sumatra, 
Indonesia, and its unique mega fauna, which includes the 
Sumatran orangutan, Sumatran tiger, Asian elephant and 
Malayan sun bear. Protection is based around the use of 
highly effective ‘Wildlife Protection Units’, conducting anti-
poaching patrols and investigating wildlife crimes. 
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HSI continues to support the protection 
of orangutans in Kalimantan, with the 
Friends of the National Parks Foundation.



Millions acres 
campaign a winner!
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Our initial “Million Acres” campaign has almost reached the 
4 million mark, legally protecting large areas of Australian 

bush. In addition, the Commonwealth’s biodiversity hotspots 
program that HSI helped initiate in 2001, and was completed 
this year, eventually contributed to the purchase of over 3 
million acres of high value conservation land, while our heritage 
protection campaign has helped encourage Minister Garrett to 
trigger the assessment of 40 million acres of the Kimberley for 
national heritage listing. 

Triodia scariosa hummock grassland ground cover on a 
ridge on the Umberumberka Range north of Silverton, NSW. 

Nominated for protection by HSI Photograph S. Sass, 2007.



Fisheries 
management 
coup!

HSI successfully negotiated critical improvements to Australia’s largest fishery, after challenging the  
fisheries claimed “sustainability” in the Commonwealth Administrative Appeals Tribunal. The new 

conservation conditions won by HSI will significantly reduce the bycatch impacts upon Australian sealions,  
numerous albatross and petrel species and the eastern gemfish. HSI will vigorously monitor these new conditions. 
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Wandering albatross.  
Copyright © iStockphoto/James Thew



Helping big cats, 
painted dogs and 
vervet monkeys  
in South Africa!

Working with the SanWild Wildlife 
Sanctuary in South Africa, HSI is 

supporting the rehabilitation of a disjunct 
group of rescued vervet monkeys, and 
the maintenance and completion of a 
boundary fence, which will then permit the 
reintroduction of threatened cheetah cubs and 
painted dogs into the Sanctuary. Thanks to the 
ranger patrols also supported by HSI, poaching 
has almost been eliminated. 
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Copyright © iStockphoto/Hilton Kotze

Credit/SanWild



Getting ahead on 
climate change!

Carbon emissions from deforestation 
and biodiversity degradation are 

responsible for an estimated 25% of 
global greenhouse gas emissions, 
yet incentives to reduce this source 
of emissions were omitted from the 
Kyoto Protocol. HSI is at the front line 
of the international campaign to ensure 
Reduced Emissions from Deforestation 
and Degradation (REDD) are included in 
the climate change treaty being finally 
negotiated in December 2009. 
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Actor Peter O’Brien in Kalimantan, with the Director of the 
Friends of the National Parks Foundation, where HSI supports  
a reforestation program. Photo by Michael Simmons.

HSI has been supporting ‘reforestation’ programs in 
Kalimantan. Image courtesy of Michael Simmons.



It is 6 years since Rani, the first ‘dancing bear’, was rescued by Wildlife SOS from the 
streets of India. HSI has been very proud to be involved in supporting this program. 

Since 2002, Wildlife SOS has helped hundreds of other bears (491 as we write - and 
should reach the 500 mark before Xmas) to transition from a cruel and miserable life 
on the streets, to a life of safety and care at one of their five bear rescue facilities. 

Indian “dancing 
bears” continue 
to be rescued!
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Images courtesy of Wildlife SOS.



Saving sharks from the 
world’s top predator!
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HSI has been at 
the forefront of 

international negotiations for 
a new global shark protection 
treaty; has secured greater 
protection and conditions for 
a number of critical habitats 
for the highly endangered grey 
nurse shark; and worked at the 
United Nations to see strong 
resolutions in relation to shark 
fishing and finning. HSI is now 
campaigning for a ban on all 
shark fishing in Australia. 

Copyright © Peter Le Gras

Copyright © Peter Le Gras



The newest support venture for HSI 
is our financial backing of the Bali 
Wildlife Rescue Centre, which was 
about to close its doors due to the 

withdrawal of their major contributor. 
Many thousands of protected animals 
are illegally traded or kept by people 

in Indonesia every year, and the 
establishment of the Bali Wildlife 

Rescue Center has now become a 
critical part of the national priorities for 

the wildlife conservation in the region. 
Most of the animals are rehabilitated 

and released into the wild. 

Bali ‘Wildlife Rescue 
Centre’ remains open!
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Bali starlings have been guests at the Bali Wildlife 
Rescue Centre. Photo by Michael Simmons.



Wildlife Land 
Trust continues 
to grow!

The Wildlife Land Trust program in Australia 
is moving ahead quickly, with nearly 30 

properties protecting over 5000 acres of wildlife 
habitats across the country, now joining our 
national and international sanctuary network. The 
global network includes over 150 sanctuaries in 
eight countries, covering approximately 1.8 million 
acres. We are particularly happy to welcome 
aboard two new sanctuaries from Indonesia - 
constituting part of Nusa Penida Bird Sanctuary, 
and the 15,000 acre SanWild Wildlife Sanctuary in 
South Africa. 
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Daintree National Park, which abuts Licuala Rainforest Refuge, owned by 
Wildlife Land Trust members Cheryll Williams and Tony Young.

Copyright © iStockphoto/Oliver Creek, Daintree Rainforest.



HERE IS MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION OF:

  $1000	   $500	   $250	   $100	   $50	   $25	 $_________other

I am paying by:	   CHEQUE	   MONEY ORDER	

		    AMEX	     MASTERCARD	   VISA

Card No_______________________________________________________________

Card Name____________________________________________________________

Signature____________________________________ Expiry Date________________

Postal Address_________________________________________________________

____________________________________________ Postcode__________________

Phone________________________Email_____________________________________

  �Please send me ________ (quantity) Counter Packs (50 leaflets plus stand)  
to distribute locally.

  Please send me information on making a bequest to HSI.

You may also donate by telephone (02) 9973 1728, via our free call  
number 1800 333 737, or via our website at www.hsi.org.au.

Your support is vital to the work we do.  Thank you.

I’D LIKE TO MAKE A REGULAR MONTHLY DONATION OF

  $25             $50             $100         $1000       $_________other
per month, until further notice. I understand that this payment can be  
stopped by me at any time.

Please debit my:	   AMEX	     MASTERCARD	   VISA

Card No____________________________________________________________

Card Name_________________________________________________________

Signature____________________________________ Expiry Date_____________

OR, Please send information on DIRECT DEBIT from my bank account.

 Postal Address______________________________________________________

____________________________________________ Postcode_______________

Phone________________________Email__________________________________

Please send to:	� Humane Society International 
PO Box 439, Avalon, NSW 2107  
Phone: (02) 9973 1728	 Fax: (02) 9973 1729 
Freecall: 1800 333 737	 admin@hsi.org.au
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ALL DONATIONS TO HUMANE SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
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HSI funding support was provided to SPANA (Society for the 
Protection of Animals Abroad) for efforts in helping working 
animals in Chad, as the humanitarian situation worsened 
earlier this year. SPANA began providing emergency food 
and veterinary support for the 5000 donkeys that urgently 
needed our help to survive.  The HSI global team has also 
helped out in a number of other disaster relief situations, 
including natural disasters in China, India, Burma and civil 
unrest in Kenya. 

Disaster relief 
in Chad and 
elsewhere!
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Credit/People for AnimalsPhotos courtesy of SPANA.


